
 

 
 
Finmeccanica plays a leading role in the global aerospace and defence industry, and participates in some of the sector’s biggest international programmes through its 
group companies and well-established alliances with European and USA partners. A leader in the design and manufacture of helicopters, defence and security electronics, 
civil and military aircraft, aerostructures, satellites, space infrastructure and defence systems, Finmeccanica is Italy’s leading high-tech company. It also boasts significant 
manufacturing assets and skills in the transport and energy sectors; it is listed on the Milan stock market and operates via a number of group companies and joint ventures. 
At the end of 2009, the Finmeccanica Group had more than 73,000 employees, including over 12,000 in the US, around 10,000 in the UK, approximately 3,700 in France 
and more than 1,000 in Germany. As part of its drive to maintain and build on its technological excellence, Finmeccanica spends 12% of its revenues on Research and 
Development. 
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Finmeccanica wins contracts in Libya worth EUR 247 million 

 

 

 
Through the consortium comprising Ansaldo STS and SELEX Communications, Finmeccanica and 
Zarubezhstroytechnology, a subsidiary of Russian Railways JSC RZD, have signed a contract worth a 
total of about EUR 247 million to build signalling, automation, telecommunications, power supply, 
security and ticketing systems on the Sirth to Benghazi line in Libya. Approximately 202 million 
pertains to Ansaldo STS, as leader of the consortium with 81.8%, and around EUR 45 million to 
SELEX Communications. 
 
The tender, assigned following tough international competition, was organised by Russian Railways as 
main contractor responsible to Libyan Railways for all works on the 550 km Sirth-Benghazi line (civil 
works, fit-out and technologies). The activities to be undertaken by Ansaldo STS and SELEX 
Communications are expected to take approximately three years.  
 
Specifically, Ansaldo STS will be responsible for the interoperable European system known as 
European Rail Traffic Management System (ERTMS) / European Train Control System (ETCS); train 
control equipment, known as interlocking; postal services on station squares; the rail traffic control and 
automation centre; public information and announcements systems; the power supply system; the 
security system and the automatic ticketing system. 
 
SELEX Communications will supply a turn-key telecommunications system based on sub-systems 
(GSM-R network, SDH transport network, fibre optic backbone and VoIP and wi-fi telecoms network in 
the stations), and will be responsible for design, installation, commissioning, training and maintenance 
activities and services. 
 
This latest success is another example of skills integration among Group companies, and will enable 
Finmeccanica to strengthen its presence in these two important markets, where further significant 
developments are expected in the high-speed sector and in rail corridors between Europe and Asia.  
 
 


