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Alenia Aeronautica: Bulgaria selects the C-27J transport aircraft

The tactical military transport aircraft C-27J, jointly developed by Alenia Aeronautica - a Finmeccanica
Company - and the U.S. Lockheed Martin, has been chosen by the Bulgarian Defence Ministry within a
selection process for the supply of eight units aimed at replacing the current fleet of Antonov An-26 airlifters.
Contract negotiations are due to start shortly.

The Italian-U.S. aircraft will be used for troops and material transport in and out of the national boundaries,
within the operations scenario ruled by NATO agreements (Bulgaria is a NATO member since April 2004).
The C-27J will allow the Bulgarian Armed Forces, engaged in a modernisation campaign, to use aircraft able
to fully respect the interoperability standards, requested to the Atlantic Alliance Countries.

The C-27J is currently the most advanced new-generation programme of military tactical transport aircraft.

It has been ordered so far by the Air Forces of Italy (12 units) and of Greece (another 12 units). In the U.S.
the aircraft is a candidate for the military transport aircraft modernisation programme, called FCA (Future
Cargo Aircraft), while in Canada it is being proposed for the search-and-rescue aircraft fleet renewal. The G
27J is also under evaluation by Portugal, Australia, Taiwan, Ireland and other countries recently become
NATO members.

Finmeccanica is Italy’s leading high-tech company, operating in the design and manufacture of helicopters, aerostructures, satellites, space
infrastructure, missiles and defence electronics. It plays a leading role in the European aerospace and defence industry, and participates in some of
the biggest international programmes in the sector through well-established alliances with European and American partners. Finmeccanica also
boasts significant manufacturing assets and skills in the transport, energy and IT sectors. The group is listed on the Milan stock exchange, and
operates in Italy and abroad through 16 companies and 6 joint ventures. It employs around 51,000 staff in total. As part of its drive to maintain and
build on its technological expertise, Finmeccanica spends the equivalent of over 16% of its rev enues on research and development.



