Piazza Monte Grappa, 4
00195 Rome - ltaly

Press Office
Ph. +39 06.32473313

PRESS RELEASE | Fax 390632657170

www.finmeccanica.it
Rome, 6 October 2005 ufficiostampa@finmeccanica.it

Finmeccanica: from Botswana Railways first contract in Africa for Ansaldo Signal (valued 20
million Euros)

Ansaldo Signal, a Finmeccanica Company, has been awarded a euro 20 million contract by Botswana
Railways to provide new Safeworking Systems for train control, signaling and communications for Botswana'’s
railway network.

The project is over a route length of 622 kilometres between Mafikeng in South Africa, to Plumtree in
Zimbabwe, through Gaborone, the capital city of Botswana and includes the extension from Francistown to
Sua Pan in the West. The project completion period is 21 months for the design and construct scope of
works, followed by a further system maintenance contract.

The award of the project is significant as this is the first foray into Africa by Union Switch & Signal Pvt, fully
owned by Ansaldo Signal, and is a milestone achievement for the company. US&S will design, supply, install,
test and commission and maintain the new safeworking systems covering 8 controlled stations, 23 non-
controlled crossing loops and 21 level crossings.

The scope of the work includes Train Control Systems, which will electronically manage and validate all train
movements and provide train tracking through GPS position reports; Train Management Systems, providing
automatic generation of daily train timetables and train graphs and train movement information from the GPS;
Signalling Systems through the use of US&S’s Microlok Il processor based interlockings, train detection
systems and level crossing protection systems and Communications Systems through a microwave Ethernet
bearer; UHF radio communications and PABX systems.

The operations control centre will be located in Mahalapye and equipped with the central control equipment
and workstations for up to 8 train controllers.

Finmeccanica is Italy’s leading high-tech company, operating in the design and manufacture of helicopters, aerostructures, satellites, space
infrastructure, missiles and defence electronics. It plays a leading role in the European aerospace and defence industry, and participates in
some of the biggest international programmes in the sector through well-established alliances with European and American partners.
Finmeccanica also boasts significant manufacturing assets and skills in the transport, energy and IT sectors. The group is listed on the Milan
stock exchange, and operates in Italy and abroad through 16 companies and 6 joint ventures. It employs around 55,000 staff in total. As part of
its drive to maintain and build on its technological expertise, Finmeccanica spends the equivalent of over 16% of its revenues on research and
development.



